8                        TO MRS. CARMICHAEL-SMYTH                   1818

with M^ Shakespeare3 he was very kind and gave me a great many
pretty books to read and promised I should go every time George
and Richmond went. I wrote a long letter to you in February and
sent it to Aunt Becher to send to you. I have learned Geography
a long time an(d) have began latin and ciphering which I like very
much. Pray give my love to Papa and I remain dear Mama

Your dutiful Son

W. Thackeray.

5.                  TO MRS. CARMICHAEL-SMYTH

ii JUNE 1818*

Address: M15  Carmichael Smyth  |  Agra.   Published  in  facsimile  by Lady
Ritchie, St. Nicholas, XVII, 105-106.

My dearest of all dear Mamas

I have much pleasure in writing to you again from Fareham to
tell how happy I am. I went to Roche Court to see Mr & Mre
Thresher. I saw a birds nest with young ones in it in a beautiful
Honeysuckle bush, and a Robbins in another place. This has been
Neptune day with me I call it so becase I go into the water & am
like Neptune Your old acquaintances are very kind to me & give
me a great many Cakes, & great many Kisses but I do not let Charles
Becher5 kiss me I only take those from the Ladies. I dont have
many from Grandmama. Miss English gives her very kind love
to you, and begs you will soon come home Pray give my kindest
love to Pappa. Aunt Becher bought me a Caliduscope, it is a very
nice one.

I have spent a very pleasant day at Catesfield, Miss O'Bryen

3 No doubt an uncle of Thackeray's cousins.   Their father, John Talbot
Shakespear (d. 1825), Genealogy (51), appears to have been in India at this
time (Memorials, p. 309).

4 This note may confidently be dated 1818, for it is unlikely that Thack-
eray's relatives would send him a second year to a school that he had good
reasons for detesting.

5 Thackeray's uncle.